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necessary to provide much 
needed services and programs 
to our members. Among 
Community Services 
responsibilities are operational 
grants to not-for-profit 
community organizations and 
the old GLCCE in 2002 got a 
whopping $900.00 (plus). Our 
infrastructure is falling apart 
and very little has been 
accomplished by the majority 
of sitting Council to geta better 
deal in revenue sharing from 
the other two levels of 
government. 


On the provincial scene, we 
have even more at stake. The 
provincial government of 
Alberta has verbally assaulted 
us, has passed laws that 
emphasis their bigotry toward 
us and if they had their way 
would ignore important court 
decisions in order to legalize 
their choice to discriminate 
openly against up to 10% of 
the people in Alberta. 


The provincial government 
is celebrating a supposed 
$5 Billion surplus. What 
surplus? Has the 
homelessness in Alberta 
been eradicated? Is there a 
meal on every plate? Hell, 
are there even enough 
plates to go around? Do we 
all have free and timely 
access to health care? Are 
our children getting the 
attention they need in 
oversized classrooms? Are 
our universities accessible 
across the entire 
population? Is the average 
wage for the underemployed 
enough to be called a 
sustainable income? And 
what about those without 
jobs or who can’t work, what 
are their chances of 
continued survival on less 
than $500.00 per month? 


THERE IS NO SURPLUS 
FOLKS. The recent survey 
that only made it to, it would 


10444 - 82 Avenue 


433-67 


se ae 


seem, the homeowner and 
Tory faithful (unless you can 
access internet), isa complete 
farce. How were we supposed 
to answer those questions? 
They were all aiming at “you 
are doing a good job and keep 
itup”. 


Do you know what is the most 
discouraging? We willhavea 
mayor elected that will be as 
“flip-flop” as the incumbent if 
not the incumbent. 


Wewillhavea Council stuffed 
with several dinosaurs and 
right ring fiscal conservatives. 
And we will end up with a 
Klein government majority 
after the November election. 
Youknow same old, same old. 


Why? It will be same old 
because we will again have 
one of the lowest voter 
turnouts in the country and 
we willagain be the victims of 
our own apathy. 


There is nothing to be complacent 
about here folks. Itall affects us. 
The glbttq community of 
Edmonton is part of the whole 
picture whether we feel it or not. 
Identify the issues important to 
you, find out where the 
candidates stand and use the 
process of elimination to get the 
best person to represent you, the 
taxpayer, the voter. 


So what does this have to do with 
HIV and glbttq health and 
wellness? Ifwe, asa community, 
don’t stand up and be counted 
on the issues that are closest to 
us, who will? Asacommunity we 
have a responsibility to elect 
governments that will make 
decisions that address our issues 
and lighten the burden caused by 
inadequate health care, 
inadequate social programs, 
incomplete and inaccessible 
education, stigma, discrimination, 
intolerance and lack of 
recognition as 2 community. 


Stand up folks and be counted. 
Get out and vote! Thisis onetime 
that being “out” does matter. 


_Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep 
letters as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary, 
Letters must be signed and include the home address and telephone number 
of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of 
_ the name or photograph of any person or organization In articles or advertis- 
L ing in Times 10 is not to be construed a6 any indication of the sexual 
| orientation of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is 
| copyrighted and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10 
_ Publications Society, The only exception to the copyright is the material fom 
_ National AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated with credit given. 
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You might expect me to talk 
about the upcoming civic 
election but it is some boring I 
would rather move on. All you 
can expect from city council is 
the same old tired faces with 
their same old tired ideas. It is 
called the blame game and it has 
become rather tiresome over the 


itten 
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Friends 


426-3150 * 10345-104 Street 


| Free pool G& Pappy hou dof all night 


years watching our money 
go down the drain with no 
one accountable. 

We do have a provincial 
election coming up so do 
what you know how to do 
best by crowing the king and 
then bitching for another four 
years. Again, play the blame 
game as the current body of 
jack asses does and move 
on. 

With billions of 
unaccountable dollars you 
can always blame Ottawa 
while the snakes take your 
money provincially and 
never tell you where it is 
going. A couple hundred 
million go missing in Ottawa 
and it becomes the only issue 
facing our country. Any 


media or talk show host in 
good old Alberta says when 
billions go missing in Alberta 
not a word is spoken. Must 


private members club 
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have something to do with all 
the advertising revenue that 
purchases the editorial 
content of the media. Besides 
itis “kewl” when the Premiere 
of the province walks out on 
the meeting with all the other 
big wigs in Canada, and 
therefore walks out on our 
health care system! 


We have enough problems 
right within our own 
community to talk aboutrather 
than spread lies and gossip 
anyway. Do you believe it is 
okay fora gay or lesbian person 
to open. and operate a 
business in Edmonton or 
Alberta? If you do then is it 
okay for them to make a profit 
or should we be treated as a 
community service? Just how 
long does a person need to 
donate money and time to the 
community before some 


Some Respect eh? 


respect is shown towards the 
services that are provided? 
Perhaps it is us that should be 
sitting around a table trying to 
come to some conclusions, the 
way the fathers of 
confederation did over 100 
years ago. lam not completely 
certain that we could get to the 
table in the first place due to the 
vindictive attitude that some 
groups and persons carry 
around their shoulder. Oh dear 
you are just to old to 
understand what all the 
children need to meet their 
rallies on the weekends, It is 
though those of us who have 
aged a few years were born at 
40 and never got to be 18. Baby 
you are so wrong because we 
were the ones that knew how to 
have a great time at the 
Flashback and Roost. There is 
no way to describe the feeling 
of having the clubs so packed 


that you had to rub shoulder 
to shoulder as you moved 
around during the evening. 
And it was that way every 
night of the week as the party 
roared on for years. So please 
take all the attitude you can 
get, because your brand name 
shirts and jeans will never get 
you the fun we had, as friends 
that played and worked 
together. 


Many of us now own 
businesses and play with one 
ofthe community groups with 
whatever spare time we might 
have to ourselves. With that 


Deadline for the next 
- Times .10 issue will be. 


October 21 


VIDE o 
10121 124 Street 


comes the friendships that 
have built up over the past 25 
years in our provincial 
community. Yes many ofus in 
Edmonton have good friends 
in Calgary, even though we 
may play with the rivalry. 


It is really about respecting 
each other over all these years 
and all the tragic things along 
with the good ones that made 
the difference. 


After all these years I will take 
the loving any time and throw 
the attitude down the toilet 
where it belongs. 
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An Exemplary Exit Strategy 


from an Abominable War 


By Bob Zimmerman, 
author of 
The American Challenge: 
Twenty-One Winning 
Strategies for the 21" 
Century 


Like Vietnam, America’s 
unconscionable involvement 
in Iraq is predicated on 
numerous lies, deceptions, 
and abominable 
miscalculations by the Bush 
administration. Over a year 
ago, President Bush claimed 
victory in Iraq by declaring 
“Mission Accomplished.” A 
year later, as the Iraqi war 
widens and deepens, Bush 
appears oblivious to that 
reality, ignominiously 
boasting he will “stay the 
[current] course.” Left unsaid 
by Bush is that no exit strategy 
from Iraq was ever prepared 
because control of Iraq’s oil 
and use of Iraq as a military 
base are deemed vital to fulfill 
neo-conservative (neocon) 
ambitions for Middle East and 
world domination. 


Under Bush’ s ill-fated watch, 
Iraq has become a haven for 
terrorists, a dangerous 
minefield that yields nothing 
but catastrophic human 
suffering, including the death, 
maiming, and torture of tens- 
of-thousands of mostly 
innocent people. A recent 
highly classified National 
Intelligence Estimate 
indicates that all out civil war 
in Iraq is a very likely 
possibility. If civil war does 
break out, many thousands of 
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American lives will be lost and 
the cost to the American 
taxpayer will may reach a trillion 
dollars or more. 


With the prospects for peace in 
Iraq steadily deteriorating, 
instead of working on 
peacemaking, Bush holes up 
with wealthy Republicans in 
country clubs along the 
campaign trail and laughingly 
thanks the “haves and the have 
mores” for yet another “excuse 
to get out of the White House.” 
What kind of commander in 
chief abandons his war-weary 
troops to consort with self- 
absorbed, alcoholic, fat cats? 


Highly critical of Bush’s Iraqi 
war, retired Army general and 
former director of the NSA 
under President Reagan, 
William Odom unequivocally 
states that, “Iraqi anger at U.S. 
Troop presence and the 
systemic murder and torture of 
innocent Iraqis has spun 
irretrievably out of control. The 
only way out [of Iraq] is 
immediate withdrawal. Once 
you have done a stupid thing 
you do not fix it by keeping at 
it,” or, as Bush would have it, 
“staying the course.” 


It would take courage and 
compassion for Bush to admit 
the invasion of Iraq was a 
pronounced error of judgment. 
But courage and compassion 
are human qualities that Bush 
is sorely lacking. Instead, Bush 
claims he never errs. But, we 
remember it was Bush who used 
his father’s connections to 


enroll in elite colleges, dodge 
the draft, and avoid wartime 
service in Vietnam. Bush who 
refused to report for his military 
medical examination, instead 
holing up AWOL in Alabama 
and Texas. Bush who boozed 
his way through his twenties 
and thirties instead of 
studying and working. Bush 
who vacationed at his ranch 
and ignored many warnings 
that al Qaeda would so on 
attack America. Bush who 
went into hiding immediately 
after 9/11. And, Bush who 
ordered the invasion of a 
relatively defenseless Iraq, a 
nation strangled for over a 
decade by U.S. sanctions. In 
sum, when the going gets 
tough, Bush either goes 
AWOL, or seeks help from his 
family’s vast connections, or 
makes monumental errors in 
judgment. 


Every concerned citizen now 
knows that Bush lied to the 
world and to the Congress 
about his reasons for invading 
Iraq. His ever-changing 
justifications—ranging from 
Iraqi WMD posing an 
imminent threat, Iraqi 
involvement in 9/11, and 
exporting democracy to Irag— 
were always nothing but cover 
stories. Bush went to war in 
Iraq because Vice President 
Cheney convinced him that 
victory would be swift and 
would shore up his failing 
presidency. 


Bushis keen to call himselfthe 
“war president.” But, by every 


ce 


ai 


reasonable measure, his ill- 
conceived war on Iraq is a 
bloody stain on America. This 
ungodly war is Bush-led 
neocon fascism inaction. Bush 
continues to maintain that the 
proper prescription for world 
peace is perpetual war, an 
American-led “[ world] war on 
terror.” But instead of routing 
the al Qaeda terrorists, oilman 
Bush opted for control of Iraqi 
oiland tens of billions of dollars 
of no-bid contracts for 
felonious corporations like 
Halliburton. 


Unfortunately, drowned out 
by Bush’s false braggadocio 
is that war—in all of its 
hideously manifold forms—is 
an archaic festival staged by 
impotent, armchair, fools, and 
cowards attempting to 
intoxicate their unexceptional 
lives. The weapons, the 
slaughter, the torture, the 
strutting, the lies, the mockery, 
the bravado are all pitiful 
attempts to breathe life into 
lifeless elites and the hope- 
denying structures of 
government they now control. 
Strong nations shun war. 
Strong nations go to war only 
as a last resort or to end 
genocides. Truly strong 
nations do not invoke false 
propagandistic phrases like 
free trade, free markets, 
freedom, free elections, and 
economic globalization as 
cover to dominate weaker 
nations. Only nations led by 
cowards and draft dodgers like 
Bush and Cheney seek war; 
only uncompassionate 
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cowards would use the 
children of others as cannon 
fodder in their hopeless quest 
to achieve a sense of 
manliness for themselves and 
wealth for their friends 


The former Soviet Union 
aggressively attempted to 
export communism. That 
hideous project came to a 
screeching halt when Soviet 
Chairman Gorbachev realized 
such hegemonic ambitions 
were foolish. But, sensing a 
power vacuumas the Cold War 
receded, neocons in and 
around the U.S. Government 
decided to take up the Soviet 
folly, merely substituting the 


phrase “freedom and 
democracy” for communism. 
Bush’s folly in_ Iraq, 


Afghanistan and elsewhere 
must also come toa screeching 
halt. Bush’s policy of 
perpetual war will not produce 
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Announcement 


Local Edmonton duo Pocket Universe is delighted to announce 
the completion of their second scene music CD - "Primal", which was unveiled 
for a sneak preview Sept 26, 2004. Orders are now being accepted for the CD. 
Following the success of Into the Abyss, Primal is sultry and sexy music 
that you just have to hear! Clips are on the website now 


peace, but, by definition, only 
perpetual war. 


Unfortunately, too many 
Americans, mostly unthinking 
and uncaring Republicans, 
now act more like selfish louts 
than torchbearers for 
democracy. They simply could 
care less about creating real 
conditions for peace on earth, 
or eradicating disease and 
poverty. Without a hint of 
compassion for anything but 
their bank accounts, 
Republicans elect mostly fools, 
phonies, and self-seekers. A 
swaggering Bush, an 
uneducated machismo like 
Schwarzenegger, or a 
thoroughly corrupt Cheney are 
their positive cynosures. And 
even worse, they tend to think 
of the slaughter of innocents 
as one Republican woman 
remarked to me as “just 
details.” 


By Michael Derry 
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It is now known that under 
Bush our soldiers cannot 
assure the security of the Iraqi 
people. Under Bush, our 
presence in Iraq only ups the 
probability that Iraq will erupt 
into a lengthy, bloody, and 
unnecessary civil war. 
Americans must realize that 
democracy isnota commodity 
we can readily export, or an 
ideology we can impose on 
other nations. Democracy 
must be homegrown and 
nourished by citizen desire, 
sweat, and toil. 


Americans and the Congress 
mustrecant Bush’s militaristic 
fascism and the dangerously 
explosive dynamic it has 
created. Just as soon as is 
feasible, we must withdraw 
every American soldier and 
contractor from Iraq. We must 
reverse the seizure of Iraqi 
assets by western business 
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interests. And we must pay 

roper reparations to the 
families of ens Iraqis, to 
orphaned Iraqi children, and 
for reconstruction. Rebuilding 
and governing Iraq is Iraqi 
work; work that the United 
Nations and NGO’s can help 
with, but only to the extent that 
Iraqis opt for that help. 


By withdrawing from Iraq, 
America will demonstrate to a 
suspicious world that we are 
abandoning Bush’s _ ill- 
conceived unilateralist foreign 
Dolley ANC sec UE Ou e 
world’s family of nations as a 
partner instead of a dictator. 
Our planet and its peoples are 
far too fragile to withstand 
another four years of Bush- 
invoked “shock and awe.” The 
myth that Bush and the 
American military can bring 
peace and prosperity to Iraq, 
the Middle East, or anywhere 
else is as wrongheaded as the 
domino principle was in 
Vietnam. 
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Comprehensive Hate Crimes Law 


“California is working to unify 
its citizens as others attempt 
to divide us,” said HRC 
President Cheryl Jacques. 


The Human Rights Campaign 
commends California 
Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, a 
Republican, for signing the 
Omnibus Hate Crimes Act of 
2004. The law creates a uniform 
definition of a hate crime and 
includes crimes against 
individuals based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity, 
as well providing tools to 
reduce such crimes. 

“California is working to unify 
its citizens as others attempt 
to divide us,” said HRC 
President Cheryl Jacques. 
“We hope this welcome 
development acts as a beacon 
to Congress to take similar 
steps in protecting gay, 


bisexual and 
transgender Americans from 
the scourge of hate crimes. 
We laud Governor 
Schwarzenegger, the 
legislators and Equality 
California for their work on 
this law.” 


lesbian, 


“Equality California greatly 
appreciates Governor 
Schwarzenegger’s continued 
support of legislation 
designed to reduce 
discrimination and violence 
against gay and lesbian 
Californians,” said Geoffrey 


Kors, executive director of 


Equality California. 

“We hope his action sends a 
strong message to any 
members of Congress who 
may not be inclined to support 
the federal Local Law 
Enforcement Enhancement 
Act.” 


www.marlowandrichards.com 


Jacques added, “We’re 
working hard to ensure that 
the intent and enforcement 
of the federal bill is just as 
clear in its coverage of the 
entire lesbian and gay 
community as California’s.” 
The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act would 
expand federal jurisdiction to 
reach serious, violent hate 
crimes based on “‘the actual 
or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender or 
disability” of the victims. 


The Senate passed the 
measure June 15, 2004, by 65 
to 33 bipartisan vote as an 
amendment on the 
Department of Defense 
authorization bill. 


The fate of the federal hate 
crimes law rests with a 


Vol 12#2 


conference committee, whichis 
comprised of members of the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives. 


HRC is working coalition allies 
and congressional supporters 
to ensure the hate crimes bill 1s 
not stripped out by the 
conference committee, as it has 
been twice before. 


The Human Rights Campaign is 
the largest national lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
political organization with 
members throughout the 
country. 


It effectively lobbies Congress, 
provides campaign support and 
educates the public to ensure 
that gay and lesbian Americans 
can be open, honest and safe at 
home, at work and in the 
' community. 


(780) 488-4359 
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COURT EXTENDS 
EQUAL MARRIAGE 
TO NOVA SCOTIA 


Legal challenges likely in 
remaining provinces 


Toronto, September 24, 2004. Today Justice Heather 
Robertson of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia ordered 
that the definition of marriage in Nova Scotia include same- 
sex couples. Neither the province of Nova Scotia nor the 
federal government opposed the order. 


"Justice Robertson is the 18th judge in a row to rule that 
excluding same-sex couples from civil marriage is discrimi- 
natory and violates the Charter," said 

Laurie Arron, Director of Advocacy of Eagle. "With Nova 
Scotia, 82% of Canadians now live in jurisdictions with 
equal marriage. Gay and lesbian people in the remaining 
jurisdictions are feeling increasingly left behind. We've 
been contacted by same-sex couples in 4 of the remaining 
jurisdictions who want to launch challenges of their own." 


"Eagle greatly appreciates the hard work of the Nova 
Scotia Rainbow Action Project, lawyer Sean Foreman, and 
of course the three couples," added Mr. Arron. "They 
have brought full marriage equality to Nova Scotia. Eagle 
also appreciates the cooperation of the federal govern- 
ment and the province in facilitating this advance in equal- 
ity." 

"We look forward to the day when all Canadians have the 
equal right to marry, when Parliament finally passes legis- 
lation to make that a reality," said 

Cicely McWilliam of Canadians for Equal Marriage. 


A survey released July 1 by the Centre for Research and 
Information on Canada and Environics found that the 
number of Canadians agreeing that gays and lesbians 
should be allowed to get married has increased. Currently, 
57% agree, the highest level since CRIC first asked the 
question two years ago. The number disagreeing currently 
stands at 38%. 
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A place to belong... 
come and sing with us! 


Open rehearsals for new members: 
September 13 & 20 


Por store information. = 
(780) 479 2038 / sing@evmchoir.com / www.evmchoircom 


Province ignoring urban areas 


During this municipal 
election, my thoughts turn to 
the relationship between the 
province and municipalities 
like Edmonton. 


Once again the Tories are out 
of touch, as evidenced by the 
Premier’s comments this 
Spring that the municipalities 
had not done their share of 
reducing the provincial 
deficit. Fact: Alberta 
municipalities had their 
budgets cut by 400 million 
dollars between 1992 and 
2002. So, Edmonton and other 
cities paida400-million dollar 
share toward debt reduction. 
Thanks for noticing, Ralph! 


Increasingly, cities are the 
economic drivers ina region. 
They become more and more 
important as the population 
clusters together. In Alberta, 
80% of the population live in 
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Laurie Blakeman 


Edmonton, Calgary and the 


other cities. But the 
government’s policies 


continue to ignore and belittle 
cities and to openly favourrural 
areas. The cities get that, the 
feds under Paul Martin get 
that... who doesn’t get it? - The 
province. 


Now, let’s talk about funding. 
The province changed the 
education property tax back in 
the mid-90s. 

Today, it is essentially just a tax 
grab, because the money 
collected does not go to 
education but into general 
revenue. This change also took 
away the local school board’s 
autonomy to requisition the 
amount of money itneeds. Now 
they get what the province gives 
them. 


The Alberta Liberal Caucus 
believes strongly that cities 


deserve a better deal. 
Government must stop 
treating municipalities as the 
‘children of the province.’ 


I think we should look at the 
province backing away from 
the education property tax to 
allow the City to expand into 
the room left. 


So it is not an increase to the 
taxpayer, but the City would 
gain much-needed cash. 


Toallthe readers of Times. 10, 
I welcome your comments 
and feedback. If you have 
questions or concerns, 
please call me at 414-0743. 
Better yet, email me at 
blakeman(@laurieblakeman.com, 
and we’ll be happy to add 
you to our email list of 
constituents who wish to 
receive occasional updates 
fromme. 


The Best 
Source for 
Politics 
and News 
that 


matter to 


You! 


Lesbian Novel to Test 
New Internet Strategy 


‘Selling a book a novel way’ 
is the tagline of a unique ap- 
proach being taken to gener- 
ate readership for djinn 
fissure’s new thriller, 
‘Sappho’s Child’—publica- 
tion on the internet in serial 
form. “Finding a publisher 
for a first novel is difficult, 
even fora sales-person, which 
I definitely am not”, admits 
fissure. “But the story 
couldn’t wait. It questions 
the Assisted Human Repro- 
duction Act, Canadian fed- 
eral legislation passed into 
law just this spring. and also 
examines a number of the is- 
sues being addressed in 
today’s highly polarized ‘ho- 
mosexual-marriage’ debate. I 
felt I had to find a vehicle to 
get the story read as soon as 
possible.” 


So how will the serialization 
of ‘Sappho’s Child’ work on 
the World Wide Web? A new 
chapter will be posted every 


Vol 12 #2 


week or so at <http:// 
www.sapphoschild.net >, but 
not until the required number 
ofnew readers sign up. There’s 
a small, one-time fee of five 
dollars to sign up, which can 
be sent securely on the 
Internet or to a post office box. 
Then, the process relies on the 
email equivalent of word-of- 
mouth to generate new read- 
ers—those who are already 
signed up pass the site on to 
others; there’s even a ‘tell-a- 
friend’ link for just that pur- 
pose. “This may be the first 
web use of serialization to 
market a novel, and could be 
the invention of a whole new 
strategy on the internet,” said 
fissure, who is also owner of 
terraKOR web works, the 
book’s internet publisher. “Be- 
ing part of this event should 
be very exciting.” 


Continued on pg 15 
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About In the Life 


In the Life is the TV newsmagazine of record on gay and 
lesbian America. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In 
the Life blends hard-hitting journalism, lively entertain- 
ment reports, and bold commentary for a no-holds-barred 
look at gay and lesbian life. A television pioneer, the show 
launched in 1992 and became the country’s first regularly 
scheduled gay-themed program. Now in its 12th season, 
In the Life is broadcast on over 130 public television 
stations nationwide and is seen by more than a million 
people each month. Headquartered in New York City, In 
the Life is produced by In the Life Media, Inc., a not-for- 
profit 50 1(c)(3), member-supported educational corpora- 
tion. 


Inthe Fall of 2003, /n the Life rana story chronicling what 
seemed to be a ghost-coordinated attack on the funding 
of several HIV/AIDS organizations and researchers. Not 
long after, a right wing religious organization’s secret list 
was leaked to the press, putting a new spin on the funding 
crisis. /n the Life updates the original investigation with 
“The Pink List.” 


“Stranger Than Fiction” explores the conflict over books 
containing LGBT characters and stories and how in public 
schools and libraries, sexuality is often equated with sex. 
In the Life visits with three of the hottest young adult 
fiction writers, all of whom identify as queer, as well as the 
Executive Director of GLSEN and various outspoken 
Christian fundamentalists. 


In the Life then visits the State of Texas’ textbooks 
hearings to document the process by which textbooks are 
selected for statewide use and ultimately for the rest of the 
nation. Texas, which has a large block of conservative 
voters on the state school board and an extremely active 
fundamentalist lobby, is currently examining health text- 
books. In “By the Book”, /n the Life examines the selec- 
tion process and looks at how topics like homosexuality, 
AIDS prevention and gender identity are being treated 
with interviews including former Surgeon General Jocelyn 
Elders. 


2004 


Cont'd from pg 15 


Chapters | and 2 are already 
up and can be read by anyone 
at http:// 
www.sapphoschild.net 
when. htmlffavailable <http:// 
www.sapphoschild.net/ 
when. html >. 


Although fissure’s marketing 
plan could attract a lot of at- 
tention, the book itself should 
garner consideration in its own 
right. “Sappho’s Child’ is the 
explosive story of a contro- 
versial miracle of medical tech- 
nology, a life-and-death court- 
room drama, and an inevitable 
showdown—sort of a 


‘Michael Crichton’ meets 
‘John Grisham’ a la Susan 
Faludi and Rita Mae Brown. It 
explores the roles science, re- 
ligion, and the law play in de- 
fining our humanity, the fe- 
male and gay experience in 
today’s world, and the terrible 
cost of defying convention 
versus the need to do exactly 


that. Against the backdrop of 


western society’s struggles to 
adjust to an overwhelmingly 
diverse present while power- 
ful elements insist we seek ref- 


uge in repressive doctrines of 


the past, the author wrestles 
with two of humankind’s old- 
est and thorniest controver- 
sies: ‘What is human life?’ and 
‘Who decides?’, framing them 


outside the current discourse 
of right-to-life/right-to-die 
with anewly conceived ‘blas- 
phemale’ twist on right-to-be- 
get/right-to-be-God. 


As for self-publishing and 
serialization, fissure is in good 
company. Writers such as 
William Blake, Charlotte 
Bronte, Joseph Conrad, Edgar 
Allan Poe, Mark Twain and 
Virginia Woolf all turned to 
self-publishing at one time or 
another, often because they 
had difficulty getting commer- 
cially published in their early 
days. And Dickens, Kipling, 
Henry James, Dostoevsky and 
Tolstoy are but a few authors 
whose novels first appeared 


GET OUT 


Lesbian? Dyke? Bisexual? Unsure? The Women’s Coming Out group can help. Coming out is a process of 


serially in 19th century peri- 
odicals. 


Serialization still plays a large 
part in our culture today— 
from movie serials like Roots, 
to episodic hits like Will & 
Grace, to Stephen King’s The 
Green Mile, to reality. shows 
like Survivor, and to web logs, 
serialization draws in the 
viewer or reader over and over. 
Making readers wait for the 
next installment gives them a 
stake in a way that no other 
form does—giving them the 
power to reduce the waiting 
period raises the stakes even 
higher. On the other hand, 
today’s pressed-for-time 
reader may even appreciate 
being faced with only one 
chapter per week. 


understanding, accepting and valuing one’s sexual orientation. Get support, information and meet new people 
ina ae oe environment. Starts Tuesday, October 12, 2004, 7 30- Shorea at The Pride Centre of 
2anneM: ‘hotmail com or contact the Pride 


t's all you need. : 
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September and October Drop-in Events 


Short-term, solution focused Counseling is now available from 3 trained professionals who are volunteering with our 
community centre. Thanks to Joanne, Lloyd and Michelle for coming on board with Pride Centre! 


e Joanne and Lloyd are both social workers. 
e Michelle is a chartered psychologist who will be working specifically with GLBTQ youth 


They will be available at specific times indicated on the following schedule of events! 


September 20 


Monday 


Queer as Folk Night 


Youth Counseling available with Michelle 


September 21: Tuesday Book/Magazine article night: Bring your favorite to share 
September 22: Wednesday Community Potluck. Bring your favorite dish to share 
September 23: Thursday Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Joanne 
September 24: Friday PRIDE CENTRE OPEN HOUSE: 6 — 10 pm 
September 27: Monday Queer as Folk Night 
September 28: Tuesday Pride TY News and Current Events 
September 29: Wednesday Trans night. Get educated about trans issues! 
Youth Counseling available with Michelle 
September 30: Thursday Boyz Night. Girlz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Lloyd 
October 1: Friday Will & Grace Night! Popcorn and snacks available 
October 4: Monday Queer as Folk Night 
Youth Counseling available with Michelle 
October 5: Tuesday Book/Magazine article night: Bring your favorite to share 
October 6: Wednesday Pride TV Comedy Night! 
October 7: Thursday Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Joanne 
October 8: Friday Open Mic Night. Bring your voice/guitar/drum/poetry ete 
October 11: Monday Queer as Folk Night 
October 12: Tuesday Pride TV News and Current Events 
October 13: Wednesday Community Potluck. Bring your favorite dish to share 
Youth Counseling available with Michelle 
October 14: Thursday Boyz Night. Girlz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Lloyd 
October 15: Friday Movie Night. Popeorn and snacks available. Check website! 
October 18: Monday Queer as Folk Night 
Youth Counseling available with Michelle 
October 19: Tuesday Book/Magazine article night: Bring your favorite to share 
October 20: Wednesday Trans night. Get educated about trans issues! 
October 21: Thursday Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Joanne 
October 22: Friday Games Night. Bring your favorite board game to share! 
October 25: Monday Queer as Folk Night 
October 26: Tuesday Pride TV News and Current Events 
October 27: Wednesday Planning meeting for November/December drop-in activities 
Youth Counseling available with Michelle 
October 28: Thursday Boyz Night. Girlz welcome too! 
Counseling available with Lloyd 
October 29: Friday Open Mic Night. Bring your voice/guitar/drum/poetry etc 


If you would like to help host and organize one of these drop in events please contact jen at 


volunteers@pridecentreofedmonton.org 
We are always looking for people to help out! 


It’s a great way to meet new folks, increase your circle and make new friends! 
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Swaggart Owes More Than 
‘’m Sorry’ 


“Apologies don’t discourage 
violence, action does,’”’ said 
HRC President Cheryl 
Jacques. 


Human Rights Campaign 
President Cheryl Jacques 
issued the following statement 
today regarding Jimmy 
Swaggart’s recent comments. 


“Apologies don’t discourage 
violence, action does. We urge 
Jimmy Swaggart to 
affirmatively preach against 
hate violence. He should use 


speak up for equal treatment 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people. 


His initial comments 
encourage an environment 
where hate crimes occur. We 
appreciate his apology, but 
it’s imperative that he do 
more.” 

During a broadast Sept. 12 
regarding marriage equality, 
Swaggart told the audience: 
“I’ve never seen a man in my 
life | wanted to marry. AndI’m 
going to be blunt and plain: If 


his position in the pulpit to | one ever looks at me like that, 


I’m going to kill him and tell 
God he died.” Swaggart told 
The Associated Press. today, 
“It’s a humorous statement 
that doesn’t mean anything. 
You can’t lie to God - it’s 
ridiculous. 


Ifit’s aninsult, [certainly didn’t 
think it was, but if they are 
offended, then I certainly offer 
an apology.” 


According to the AP, 
Swaggart said he has jokingly 
used the expression “killing 
someone and telling God he 


died” thousands of times, 
about all sorts of people. 


The Human Rights Campaign 
is the largest national lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
political organization with 
members throughout the 
country. 


It effectively lobbies 
Congress, provides campaign 
support and educates the 
public to ensure that gay and 
lesbian Americans can be open, 
honest and safe at home, at 
work and in the community. 


10724 - 124 Street, Edmorton, Alberta 
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AIDS = BUSINESS = DEATH 


AIDS is a huge business in the 
United States today and cor- 
porate America is making huge 
profits from it. AIDS organiza- 
tions feed into the profits by 
keeping the AIDS crises alive 
by manipulating and dividing 
our community strategically. 
They treat the community with 
disrespect and they squash 
effective outreach and preven- 
tion programs before they have 
a chance to grow. Instead of 
hiring respected and experi- 
enced members from the com- 
munity with creative visions 
and ideas, they hire young and 
inexperienced staff, increasing 
the likelihood that HIV out- 
reach programs will fail. 


For 12 years now, the Gay 
Men's Health Crises has been 
trying to organizing and edu- 
cate the Harlem "Ball" commu- 
nity, one of New York Cities 
LGBT artistic sub-cultures. We 
know the "Ball" community 
from Madonna's’ video 
"Vogue", "Truth or Dare" and 
the film "Paris is Burning". This 
is a very creative community 
with about 1,000 active mem- 
bers in New York City. This 
Black and Hispanic community 
was hit the hardest by AIDS, 
and the government is spend- 
ing millions of tax dollars to 
educate this community 
through local AIDS organiza- 
tions. At a GMHC/House of 
Latex pre-production meeting 
in 2004, GMHC spokesperson 
Anthony Morgen announced 
that the annual event in 2003 
at Roseland had not been suc- 
cessful and missed its outreach 
mark. A survey reveled that 
members from the "Ball" com- 
munity walked away without 
an HIV message from an event 
costing American tax payers 
over $100,000 annually. 


Because there is so much 


money in it, many AIDS orga- 
nizations in New York City 
jumped on the "Ball" commu- 
nity band wagon for grant 
money and they control how 
the money and power is dis- 
tributed in the LGBT commu- 
nity. Unfortunately we have 
no infrastructure in place to 
stop the leadership at AIDS 
organizations from pushing 
community members out and 
from squashing programs that 
have proven to be effective. 
They need to do this to stay 
in control and to keep the 
AIDS crisis alive. 


We are experiencing this 
across the board starting with 
Gay Men's Health Crises 
(GMHC) on top of the list, 
Gay Men of African Descent 
(GMAD), People of Color in 
Crises (POCC), The Minority 
Task Force on AIDS and 
Harlem United. 


It is unfortunate that the 
founders of GMHC are retired 
or have passed away leaving 
the AIDS crisis in the hands 
of corporate driven individu- 
als, pushing out the respected 
and productive members from 
the community that created 
those organizations in the first 
place. They are manipulating 
the natural progression and 
are replacing it with a corpo- 
rate and personal agenda, di- 
viding and exploiting the com- 
munity for over a decade. 


In a society where the heart is 
taken out from the not-for- 
profit board room and it was 
replaced with corporate dol- 
lar bills, personal gain and 
manipulation by the AIDS or- 
ganizations makes it impos- 
sible to address. common 
sense and human issues. As 
a result we don't have effec- 
tive HIV outreach and preven- 
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tion programs which helps to 
keep the AIDS crises alive. 


AIDS organizations waste mil- 
lions of dollars on non-effec- 
tive community building pro- 
grams. By doing so, they are 
partly responsible for the HIV 
infection rate going up today. 
AIDS organizations actually 
have to pay members from the 
"Ball" community, they have 
been serving for over a de- 
cade, $50 to take an AIDS test 
for a new study. They are not 
on top of the community 
needs; therefore they have to 
pay people to take an HIV test. 


AIDS organizations are miss- 
managed by people like Anna 
Oliveira & Arbert Santana 
(GMHC), Gary English & 
Michael Roberson (POCC). 
These and other leaders con- 
tinue to beat a dead horse and 
manipulate the community and 
the government with false 
statements to receive funds for 
useless programs year after 
year. Their idea of a youth pro- 
gram is to start functions from 
1:00AM until 4:00AM, and 
they have to pay the commu- 
nity to show up for their pro- 
grams. What kind of example 
are they setting??? Instead of 
putting useless employees 
into the unemployment line, 
the record shows that they 
give them promotions, even 
so after they have been ex- 
posed as useless. 


In addition the AIDS organi- 
zations are destroying the 
"Ball" economy as well by giv- 
ing free balls. Ball producers 
from the community cannot 
compete with the financial re- 
sources the AIDS organiza- 
tions have, using grant mone 

to pay for space rental, 
trophy's and cash prizes. They 
are taking away the balls from 
the community that usually 


charges between $20 to $30 
admission. Ballroom legends 
such as Paris Dupree and 
Kevin Omni from Black Pride 
NYC have suffered extremely 
under those conditions this 
year, experiencing first hand 
the economical downfall 
caused by the local AIDS or- 
ganizations. 


It is time we put AIDS organi- 
zations back into their place, 
because the lack of leadership, 
experience, vision, creativity 
and talent is destroying our 
community. AIDS organiza- 
tions need to go back to their 
roots, such as one- on- one 
counseling and that is all they 
should do. We need to pull 
them out of special event pro- 
ductions they spend 8 month 
on planning with no results. 


That our future naturally 
doesn't look bright is obvious, 
because the new AIDS epi- 
demic is coming from the Mexi- 
can community and we haven't 
heard anything from the AIDS 
organizations about that yet. 
LaMega radio in New York City 
Spout free HIV testing for 
the Mexican community in 
2004. The results are very 
alarming: 50% from the people 
tested for HIV came eal posi- 
tive. Where are the AIDS or- 
ganizations? 


I guess the staff from those 
AIDS organizations are too 
busy getting ready for the next 
free ball, to walk the category 
to win that trophy, trying to 
become as fab as the members 
from the "Ball" community, 
leaving little time dealing with 
real community issues. That is 
typical what they represent in 
our community today. 


Wolfgang Busch, a concerned 
citizen 
New York City 


Come Out & Play on 
Tues. Sept. 5 & 19 


Jackpot Round Estimated at 


> 1 '000 Cash ! Oct. 5 
$1,250 Cash Oct. 19 


Jackpot value will change if won 


Food Special; 6 Perogies, 2 Cabbage 
Rolls & Kovbasa Only $3.00 
ll Molson Products Only $3.50 8-1 2am 
Happy Hour Draft 8-1 0pm 
Doers cere Games start at 9pm 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. | 
426-3150 / www.theroostniteclub.com 


Three ducks went into court. The judge 
called the first one to the stand. “What 
is your name?” he asked. “Quack.” the 
duck answered. “And why were you 
arrested?” the judge asked. “I was 
blowing bubbles,” he answered. The 
judge didn’t see anything wrong with 
that, so he dismissed the duck and called 
up the next one. “What’s your name?” 
he asked. “Quack,” the duck answered. 
“Why were you arrested?” the Judge 
asked. “I was blowing bubbles.” the 
duck replied. Again, the judge saw 
nothing offensive, so he called up the 
next duck. “What’s your name?? No 
wait, letme guess, Quack,” he said. “No,” 
said the duck, “My name is Bubbles.” 


Travel Voucher 

Anemployee of USAir with the last name 
of Gay boardeda US Air flight witha free 
travel voucher. Soon after he sat down, 
someone else came and claimed he had 
the same seat assignment, so Mr. Gay 
moved down do an empty seat. Soon 
after that the airplane began to fill up. 
The rule with the US Air employee 
vouchers is that if a paying customer 
needs your seat, you have to surrender 
it. So when the flight became completely 
full and still more needed to get on, a 
flight attendant went to the original seat 
of Mr. Gay and said to the man now 
sitting there, “Excuse me, are you Gay?” 
The man, somewhat stunned, said, “Well, 
yes, as a matter of fact lam!” The flight 
attendant said, “I’m sorry, but you'll 
have to get off the plane.” At this point 
Mr. Gay, who had been watching all of 
this, jumped up and said, “Excuse me, 
you’ vemadea mistake-I’m Gay!” Finally, 
another man jumped up and said, “Well, 
hell, I’m gay too! They can’t throw us all 
offt” 


A girl goes into the doctor’s office fora 
checkup. As she takes off her blouse, 
the doctor notices a red ‘°H’’ on her 
chest. “How did you get that mark on 
your chest?” asks the doctor. “Oh, my 
boyfriend went to Harvard and he’s so 
proud of it he never takes offhis Harvard 
sweatshirt, even when we make love,” 
she replies. A couple of days later, 
another girl comes in for a checkup. As 
she takes off her blouse, he notices a 
blue ‘’Y’’ onher chest. “How did you get 
that mark on yourchest?” asks the doctor. 
“Oh, my boyfriend went to Yale and he’s 
so proud of it that he never takes off his 
Yale sweatshirt, even when we make 
love,” she replies. A couple of days later, 
another girl comes in for a checkup. As 
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doves & batts! ’s 


she takes off her blouse, he notices a 
green ‘’M’’ onher chest. “Do you havea 
boyfriend at Michigan?” asks the doctor. 
“No, but [havea girlfriend at Wisconsin, 
Why do you ask?” 


After giving a speech at an elementary 
school, President Bush lets the kids ask 
questions. “How come you invaded Iraq 
without the support of the U.N.?” asks 
one boy. Just as Bush begins to answer, 
the recess bell rings and he says they’ Il 
continue afterward. Halfan hour later the 
kids come back in. “Where were we?” 
says George. “Oh, yes—does anyone 
want to ask me anything?” A different 
boy raises his hand and says, “I have 
three questions: First, why did you invade 
Iraq without support from the U.N.? Why 
did the recess bell go off20 minutes early? 
And, lastly, where the hell is Billy?” 


Bush Fan 


There’s a teacher in a small Texas town. 
She asks her class how many of them are 
Bush fans. Not really knowing what a 
Bush fan is, but wanting to be liked by the 
teacher, all the kids raise their hands except 
one boy—Johnny. The teacher asks 
Johnny why he has decided to be different. 
Johnny says, “I’m not a Bush fan.” The 
teacher says, “Why aren’t you a Bush 
fan?” Johnny says, “I’m a John EF. Kerry 
fan.” The teacher asks why he’s a Kerry 
fan. The boy says, “Well, my mom’s a 
Kerry fan, and my Dad’s a Kerry fan, so 
I’m a Kerry fan!” The teacher is kind of 
angry, because this is Texas, so she says, 
“What if you’re Mom was a moron, and 
you’re dad was an idiot, what would that 
make you?” Johnny says, “That would 
make me a Bush fan.” 


Little Tommy was doing very badly in 
math. His parents had tried everything; 
tutors, flash cards, special learning 
centers, in short, everything they could 
think of. Finally ina last ditch effort, they 
took Tommy down and enrolled him in the 
local Catholic School. After the first day, 
little Tommy comes home with a very 
serious look on his face. He doesn’t kiss 
his mother hello. Instead, he goes straight 
to his room & starts studying. Books & 
papers are spread out all over the room 
and little Tommy is hard at work. His 
mother is amazed. She calls him down to 
dinner and to her shock, the minute he is 
done he marches back to his room without 
aword and inno time he is back hitting the 


books as hard as before. This goes on for 
sometime, day after day while the mother 
tries to understand what made all the 
difference. Finally, little Tommy brings 
home his report card. He quietly lays iton 
the table and goes up to his room and hits 
the books. With great trepidation, his 
mom looks at it and to her surprise; little 
Tommy got an A in math. She can no 
longer hold her curiosity. She goes to his 
room and says: “Son, what was it? Was it 
the nuns?” Little Tommy looks at her and 
shakes his head “No”. “Well then”, she 
replies, “was it the books, the discipline, 
the structure, the uniforms, WHAT was 
it?” Little Tommy looks at her and says, 
“Well, on the first day of school, when I 
saw that guy nailed to the plus sign, I 
knew they weren’t fooling around. 


A Rabbi, a Protestant minister and a 
Catholic Priest were taking a party of kids 
on a cruise. Suddenly the ship hit a rock 
and began to sink. The Rabbi cried out: 
“Quick! The kids!” “Fuck the kids!” said 
the minister, heading out. “Do you think 
we have time?” said the priest. 


A visiting professor at the University of 
Alabama is giving a seminar on the 
supernatural. To get a feel for his 
audience, he asks, “How many people 
here believe in ghosts?” About 90 students 
raise their hands. “Well, that’s a good 
start. Out of those of you who believe in 
ghosts, do any of you think you’ve ever 
seen a ghost?” About 40 students raise 
their hands. “That’s really good. I’m glad 
you take this seriously. Has anyone here 
ever talked to a ghost?” Fifteen students 
raise their hands. “That’s a great 
response. Has anyone here ever touched 
a ghost?” Three students raise their 
hands. “That’s fantastic. But let me ask 
you one question further: Have any of 
you ever made love to a ghost?” One 
student in the back raises his hand. The 
professor is astonished. He takes off his 
glasses, takes a step back, and says, 
“Son, all the years I’ve been giving this 
lecture, no one has ever claimed to have 
slept with a ghost. You’ve got to come up 
here and tell us about your experience.” 
The redneck student (remember, this is 
Saskatchewan) replies with a nod and 
begins to make his way up to the podium. 
The professor says, “Well, tell us what 
it’s like to have sex with a host.” The 
student replies, “Ghost!? I thought you 
said ‘goats.’” 


Signs of Its Times 


alin: 


Jerry 


Jerry Saltz probably has a lot 
ofapologies to make. Noteven 
the 101 artists he is currently 
showcasing can adequately 
represent all those who have 


passed through the doors of 


the School of Visual Arts— 
and represent the school’s 
overall impact. 

And even at that, half a page 
will be nowhere near enough 
to cover the volume of work in 
Saltz’s curatorial effort, which 
spans recent work by artists 
who attended SVA mostly 
during the past 25 years. Due 
to Saltz’s str ength a as a cura- 
tor, there’s nota weak work in 
the lot—and, almost lamenta- 
bly, not even a jarring mo- 
ment. 


While many art schools have 
astyle of their own, SVA, now 
located only a few blocks from 


§ retrospective pays homage to nearly six decades at the § 


By John Reed 


Chelsea and the center of the 
New York art world, has al- 
lowed its students to be fed as 
much by the time they were 
living through as by a dog- 
matic aesthetic. A late 70's and 
early 80's graffiti style is repre- 
sented by artists such as Tim 
Rollins and Keith Haring (post- 
humously awarded his MFA 
in 2000) and an East Village 
aesthetic is engendered by a 
burly 1979 work by Kenny 
Scharf, “Hydrogen is God” 
(acrylic on a found object). 


Still, the illustrative/trade 
school nature of SVA is readily 
discernible in the prurient ink- 
on-paper renderings of Yuko 
Shimizu and the architectural 
distortions of Robert 
Lazzarini’s sketched objects. 
Barnaby Furnas, with his space 
age watercolors—part ab- 
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straction, part early 20th cen- 
tury illustration—also points 
to that mission, as does Doug 
Wada and his trompe I’oeil 
fire hydrant and orange 
cone. Even Sol LeWitt, 
whose 1953 study ofillustra- 
tionat SVA predates the other 
100 artists in the show— 
speaks, with his on-site edi- 
tions and a mode of installa- 
tion that transcends the 
artist’s participation, to an 
industrial world where art is 
manufactured. 


The exhibition’s sculptural 
inclusion is light. Saltz’s 
choices underscore the way 
in which photography; digi- 
tal media, film and painting 
show a pop alacrity through 
underdrawing. Wolfgang 
Staehle’s “Berlin Pan” dem- 


onstrates a high degree of 


Edmonton's most complete gay 


j Ye school of | 


Visual Arts 


mental draftsmanship in an ap- 
parently candid, mechanically 
mediated DVD cityscape. Frank 
Holliday’s acrylic-oil-marker- 
on-canvas “Barcelona” is a 
tough, effortless mandate of 
color as color and composition 
as composition. The lack of ana- 
logs (for example, red=angst, 
splattered paint=freedom) has 
allowed for the recent explosion 
of the painted surface. Not too 
long ago a discussion of illus- 
tration and abstraction would 
have been almost impossible; 
today that discussion is an as- 
sumption ofa larger integration 
of pop, abstraction and figura- 
tion. 


A strong curatorial presence 
provides “Beginnings” with the 
bold scope of a museum retro- 
spective. Itis well worth noting 
that SVA is creeping up on its 
60th anniversary. 


at we at 9668 Jasper Ave or call us at 422 2581 OP! t 
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Hi. This is David and Yeda in 
Ireland this is an essay that 
might give you some inspira- 
tion about the philosophical 
meanings of the lord of the 
rings if you like the story you 
will love this 


ONE RING TO KEEP THEM 
IN THE DARK 

Smoking a self-destructive 
habit, which started at some 
point in time in the Americas it 
just seems crazy when you 
think about it philosophically 
its an act violence on the self 
body & sole masochism to use 
the correct phrase it’s the hole 
in the bucket of your sole. 
Anybody who has given up 
will now how hard it is but how 
better you feel .[ can only com- 
pare it to breaking free froma 
prisoner of war camp other 
smokers are the guards and all 
around. So to stay on top you 
Keep fit which is a normal thing 
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My Essay 


in its self 
Smoking has nothing to offer 
society I and a lot of people 
believe it has a very bad effect 
on the collective conscious- 
ness and is a corner stone of 
the problems of the world ef- 
fecting the perceptions of 
people themselves its like a 
blinker for the hole of human- 
ity back hole for spirit a de- 
stroyer or vacuum of loves 
energy the it keeps us human- 
ity from attaining holiness 
100% spiritual awareness 

The method I used to stop a 
pilgrimage the Camino 
Santiago de Compostela in 
Spain it took 36 days in total 
from the Pyrenees to Finisterra 
where you burn a set of 
clothes at the end. It’s a very 
powerful thing to do psycho- 
logically & spiritually the 
death of the old and start of 
the new. As for smoking I now 
have a massive immunity 


against them a buffer zone. But 


it’s not just the burning of a | 


set of clothes the whole pil- 
grimage you are becoming 
more aware spiritually awoken 
other pilgrims may smoke but 
the tone is always down 
around where they are. With 
giving up smoking you have 
to break many psychological 
links like the link with food al- 
cohol its like cutting out 
badges out of your physique 
your ego out of your fore con- 
science. Smoking keeps you 
from harmonizing with your 
true spiritual self your inner 
child when your in harmony 
with yourself your dreams 
don’t seem so alien and you 
can decode them more easily. 
The Camino is a spiritual thing 
Camino means way and ulti- 
mately you find a truer way a 
better course and leave a lot 
of chains behind the only 
thing is its hard coming back 


| 
| 


into the horrible reality that 
exists in the world now .I per- 
sonally believe two major 
things keep the world this way 
commercial separation sepa- 
rate commercial identities in 
competition with each other in 
other words inharmonious 
systems and the other is lack 
of respect for life not enough 
love and people _ in the dark 
with the bad systems being 
part of the problem not part of 
the solution a taker rather than 
a giver a world of givers is bet- 
ter than a world takers a simple 
philosophy. 

I had a thought on 
the pilgrimage for the possible 
reason smoking started, some- 
thing like that just doesn’t just 
happen for no reason. Smok- 
ing causes a spiritual vacuum. 
So possibly people like Co- 
lumbus and others felt a draw 
over the ocean. The shamans 
of the Americas smoked be- 
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cause they thought it brought 
them closer to god. Well the Eu- 
ropeans who came over who 
had something the thing that 
made Europe great the Gospel. I 
also have a theory why smok- 
ing was allowed to continue 
even grow it was sort of like a 
blinker for the hole of humanity 
so the day when it ceased world- 
wide would be the day when 
humanity fully awoke. 

Some countries have taken 
positive steps but the best way 
to deal with it is to treat it for 
what it is an illness a spiritual 
illness banning smoking from 
the work place & all public 
places is good but it does not 
stop it. It has to stop growing 
so dependent smokers should 
get a state card and only with 
this card can you buy cigarettes 
or you have to get a prescrip- 
tion for them after doing a medi- 
cal until you attempt or the cut 
off point for a national or inter- 
national effort to stop all at once 
stopping all production and dis- 
tribution limiting sale to phar- 
macies. All the financial gain 
made from selling cigarettes 
should go back into structured 
government EU &international 
plans for getting people well if 
everybody gave up at the same 
time It would make so much 
easier This would have to be 
planned but there is no reason 
this can’t happen before Hallow- 
een or all saints day by the least? 
Doctors could prescribe pilgrim- 
ages something like the Camino 
a spiritual journey say on the 
Wicklow Leister way, which 
starts in Marley Park. 

Health groups could provide a 
structure along the way accom- 
modation food medical care ect 
they could study the Camino 

Santiago de Compostela in 
Spain that pilgrimage is about 
1500 years old its symbol is the 
escallop shell. It depends on 
how dynamic the government 
or governments are. First the 
extra tax on the smokes would 
help doubling the price to really 
get the message home 
Groups would see injustice and 
their power to change popular 
culture would come more into 
the light Our media would re- 
flect the change from a bad 


news to good news Terror Ter- 
rorism would be a thing of the 
past and loose its grip love 
would prevail people would 
rise above the past hate fear 
anger all the things of the past 
Perfect systems would come 
into place 
Rubbish would be a thing of 
the past. The EU would be- 
come the UE united earth or 
union of earth all pockets of 
hell on Earth would be re- 
moved the military would be- 
come a disaster reaction force 
the gun would be retired vio- 
lence would end 

People of different na- 
tionalities &cultures would 
not be looked at in a fearful 
way .the wealth gap would 
harmonize International Trea- 
ties could be passed like the 
formation of a new interna- 
tional Language a mixture of 
Chinese English Spanish In- 
dian Islamic and African lan- 
guages. To help bring the 
world together everybody in 
the world could communicate 
to each other you would then 
only need two languages your 
native language &the interna- 
tional one. 

The pillars of our 
new world order would be Lib- 
erty & Responsibility. New 
trading methods could be put 
in place one where there is no 
inflation. Say a kilo of rice is 
one Earth credit or a kilo of 
wheat all separate commercial 
identities would merge into 
national services, food ser- 
vice, health services manufac- 
turing services each nation 
would have a quota for trade 
50% produce for home con- 
sumption 50% for export 
How we can start is by send- 
ing this message to as many 
people as you can to Govern- 
ments to translate it into the 
languages of the various 
countries this will reach the 
media public fingers the con- 
sciousness collective the 
world has the perfect medium 
in the internet just send it to 
everyone in your mail box 
photocopy it and give it to 
people we will all be part of 
this could reach a million 
people before next month its 
up to You 
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‘TERRORISM 


Editorial by Mike Schiller 
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Editorial by Mike Schiller | 


Several newspapers recently 


estimated the number of 


Americans injured in Iraq 


now exceed 6,000. in addition 
: coe figures are the over 


00 Americans who were 
in Iraq... and for what? 

this was never about 

m, as it has been re- 


addam Hussein . 


corporate prof- | 


and every single person 


in America knows that, but 


a ople were willing to 
overlook that because they 
believed, naively, that 
Saddam Hussein may have 
posed a terrorist threat. 


ryone knew Bush did not _ 


e his own rationale, but 
retended to think he 
ved it because most 


ave always har- 


© paranoia about 
ince the first gulf 


urday Night Live | 


s, news casts, jokes told 
slevision shows painted 
e of Saddam Hussein 
left a lasting impres- 
people's minds... that 
vas dangerous and deter- 
ied to attack us. We now 
| 1. 


me relevance to | 


| Ty of the 
ites. Whenever 
n [Or supporting 
proven false, they 


a mew reason, one 


just as imaginary 


and untrue as the reason 
which preceded it. 


| They convince themselves 
th is now suddenly jus- 


le because “Al Quaida 
has a foothold in Iraq’ 
ou 


threat of terrorism’, or “We 
have to finish what we 
started or the Iraquis will be 
angry at us for leaving and 
then engage in terrorism’. 
All of these reasons are ab- 
surd. Even if you are dumb 
enough to believe these bo- 

us excuses for Bush's re- 
fusal to bring the troops 
home, consider this: The 
Iraq war has, now, statisti- 
cally, harmed more Ameri- 
cans than the attacks of Sep- 
tember | ith did. 


Over 7,000 Americans have 
been senselessly and pur- 
poselessly killed or 
wounded in Iraq. Even when 
the WIC casualty figures 
were at their most inflated 


_estimates, they never ex- 
ceeded 4,000. Once all the 


inaccuracies were corrected, 
the figures were lowered to 
somewhere in the 1,000 + 
range. 


So Bush’s war in Iraq, which 
was never the American 
people s war in the first 
place, has actually harmed 
more Americans than the 


September | |th attacks. 
Bush has now harmed more 


than Osama Bin 


The war in Iraq is a greater 


threat to the American 


people than terrorism is. The 
continuation of the Iraq war 
is a worse scenario than that 
of another terrorist attack. 
Even if we were attacked by 
terrorists again, it is unlikel 

the death toll would be hi h 
enough to come Close to the 


number of Americans Bush 
| humself has killed with his 
| narcissistic obsession with | 
_lraq. Not even if the number 


was added to the September 
1th numbers. 


Don’t get me wrong. People 
are much more than num- 
bers, and | understand in a 
very personal way how ter- 
rible September | Ith was. | 
lost many of my neighbors 


that day. 


| Cont'd on pg 27 
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Acu Massage 


Hello from the 29th Houseof 
way off Broadway Babes & 


non-burtos- 


A year of rising stars and new 
dreamers. 


I am your speaker - the 
broadway cares Empress 29, 
Sticky Vikki. The rising stars 
arer you the community. You 
are the ones who help make 
fundraising events a success. 
You Keep the spirits up in 
those we help. 


We could all acheive a better 
tomorrow by working to- 


gether as one. 

| am proud to be a part of the 
LS.C.W.R., as this is a non- 
profit organization working in 
many ways to raise money for 
the chosen charities during 
the reigning year. 


I have chosen to raise money 
for two charities. University 
of Alberta Stollery Children’s 
Hospital Foundation and the 
Canadian Breast Cancer Re- 
search Foundation. This is 


doner by holding fundraising 
shows/events at various bars 
in our community. We hold bin- 
gos once a week alternating 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between Boots & the Roost. 


Production shows are in the 
works, as well as travelling out 
of town to represent 
Edmonton’s gay community. I 
am glad to have two Emperor 
Regents, Jim and Ron. My im- 
perial I.C.’s, Lloyd and South- 


oO 


ern as well as my imperial 
gournds Chuck and Tacky 
Tina. We all will do Edmonton 
proud. 


[ ask that you attend one of 
our monthly meetings a 
Boots/Garage. This is held at 
8:00 pm on the last Wednes- 
day of every month. Your 
vouce is always welcome. 
Thanks again for choosing me 
and imperial family as your 
representatives. 
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a “a 


provider [to] object as a matter 
of conscience to providing or 
participating in a health care 
service on ethical, moral, or 
religious grounds.” Such a 
“refusal clause” could 
significantly change the way 
doctors and other licensed 
health care providers give care 
to their patients, including gay 
and lesbian patients. 

The GLMA petition was 
created to allow health care 
providers in Michigan, and 


Opposi- 
tion to 
State 
“Refusal 
Clauses” 


Creates Petition Drive To 
Ask All Doctors To Refuse 
“Refusal Clauses” 


The Gay and Lesbian Medical 
Association (GLMA) today 


now across the country, to 
voice their opposition to the 
proposed Michigan law and 
other similar proposed 
legislation. If the proposed 
“refusal clause” bills become 


announced it will take its 
petition drive against a 
Michigan State “refusal 
clause” nationwide. 


law they could permit health 
care providers to discriminate 
against lesbian and gay people. 


So far in 2004, seven other 
states have considered 
fourteen measures similar to 
the Michigan “refusal clause” 
bill - Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Rhode Island, 


The petition effort began in 
Michigan where the State 
House of Representatives 
passed HB-5006, a bill which 
would allow “a health care 


Vermont, Washington and 
West Virginia. “The bills that 
have been proposed so far, in 
a total of eight states, are 
generally intended to target 
women’s reproductive health 
services and are usually 
focused specifically on 
abortion or family planning 
services,” said Joel Ginsberg, 
J.D., MBA and Interim 
Executive DirectorofGLMA. 
“However, some refusal 
clauses such as the one in the 
Michigan bill, are so broadly 
drafted that they could 
potentially allow health care 
providers or institutions to 
deny treatment or services that 
uniquely affect the lesbian and 
gay community, including 
hormone’ therapy for 
transgender people and 
assisted reproduction for 
same- sex couples.” 


To date 40 local and national 
organizations have signed the 
GLMA petition against the 
state measures along with 


| {still ee that es you orgs for: me 
_ Despite the fact that for eight years I’ve moved _ _ 
forward with my life, suppressing allmemory __ 
of everything we went through 
Convincing myself I hated you to protect myself _ 
from the pain | still felt over whathappenedin L.A. __ 
Despite the fact that the last time you showed up 
I coldly and harshly closed myself offto you __ 


Despite the fact that I wanted so deeply to bolic 


__ That everything we shared was an illusion —_ 


_ Because of course, that was easier than allowing myself _ 


_to be vulnerable again 
No matter how thoroughly I tried to convince myself 
It was never real, it was nevertrue, _ 
_ that you were never real, that you were never tru 
_ Subconsciously | always knew the truth _ 
_____ That I could never stop feeling the way I felt fc you 
That all that hurt and pain | felt was not a newfound clari 
_ but the opposite- confusion as to how such a deep | 
. could unfoldin sucha complex way _ 
__ That so many things could keep going wrong 
a ae Thad for you were pure 7 
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more than 500 individuals from 
47 states, Canada and Guam. 
The first set of signed 
petitions will be presented to 
the Governor of Michigan and 
to the Michigan Senate next 
month. 


“We want all doctors, nurses 
and other health care 
practitioners to know about 
these mean-spirited and 
burdensome bills so that 
providers who object to such 
laws being enacted can also 
have a voice,” concluded 
Ginsberg. 


For twenty years, the Gay and 
Lesbian Medical Association 
has worked to maximize the 
quality of health services for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people and to 
foster a professional climate 
in which its diverse members 
can reach their full potential. 
For more information, please 
call 415-255-4547or visit 


www.gima.org. 


is was too cas of ins ee again 

Twas scared to let myself trust you _ 

_ ‘Ultimately, fous, 
t this says is that | was unable to trust mys 
oe fiber of my being wanted nothin 
_Than to be with you. 

T hat night | left you alone, 
_ ibe night you were so upset about 
Is was running away from you because 


__Iknew, if] had stayed, 
ld have offered you my heart and soul 
Iwasstillinlovewithyou  —__ 


| was afraid that if | gave in to those feelin; 
y end up feeling the way I felt that 
You left me, standing, staring, 
[myself 1 could never trust you 


Cont'd from pg 23 


I could have died that day, 
given that I commuted through 
the World Trade Center every 
morning. Yet I would feel much 
safer in a world where terror- 
ism was the worst thing I had 
to worry about, than I would 
in a world where a never-end- 
ing war was the worst thing I 
had to worry about. It is quite 
clear to me that terrorism, 
though dangerous, is nowhere 
near as dangerous as war. 
There is absolutely nothing 
positive which can be 
achieved from continued US 
military involvement in Iraq. 
The worse terrorist act imag- 
inable cannot harm as many 
Americans as leaving our 
troops in Iraq would. 


Bush’s war in Iraq has already 


devastated a larger number of 


American families than the 
September 11th attacks ever 
did. For the American people 


to tolerate the continuation of 


this war because it makes them 
feel safer is self-defeating. This 
war is already harming too 
many Americans, and it’s in- 
flicting more harm than any 
terrorist attack ever could. 
This war in itself is a greater 
danger to the safety of the 
American people than any- 
thing else. There is no greater 
threat to our safety than this 
war, and not because it in- 
creases the likelihood of ter- 
rorism, but because the death 
toll is worse than that of ter- 
rorism. 


I am not suggesting that we 
stop caring about terrorism, 
but that we understand that 
anti-terrorism efforts should 
be handled strictly by law en- 
forcement as they always were. 
What should we be doing, as 
an alternative to this self-de- 
feating involvement in the 
middle east? We should be in- 
creasing the size of our police 


forces, providing new police 
and FBI recruits with the best 
possible training, and expand 
the FBI and CIA without con- 
solidating them. We should be 
giving out government grants 
to management firms that own 
skyscrapers so that they can 
install cutting edge technol- 
ogy which would enable them 
to sense a problem before it 
occurs, conduct an evacua- 
tion, and notify the authori- 
ties. We should have our en- 
tire military stationed here in 
the US, and deploy it domes- 


tically only for the purpose of 


responding to a specific threat 
or incident. 

Our military should never 
have been involved in an over- 
seas operation. Nothing could 
have been achieved by such 
a course of action, and noth- 
ing will be achieved by it. Yes, 
the September 11th attacks 
were a horrible, horrible thing 
which I hope and pray we as 


putting the p 


through 


‘Liz Massiah, 


Americans never experience 
the likes of again. However, we 
need to be careful not to let 
our fears cause us to support 
a course of action which is 


more dangerous to our way of 


life than Al Quaida could ever 
be. Most of the arguments 
which an array of lawmakers 
and media pundits have tried 
to pound into our brains have 
been lies, manipulations, and 
propaganda. Even if some of 
the people who read this ar- 
ticle do believe Iraq is relevant 
to our national security, they 
should seriously consider the 
fact that this state of war is, in 
itself, killing and maiming more 
Americans than a series of Al 
Quaida attacks ever could. We 
should not offer the souls of 
our young to Iraqui blood 
hunters as human sacrifices 


just because it gives us 


the illusion that those of us 
still living on American soil are 
somehow safer. The matter of 
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domestic terrorism has always 
been dealt with by domestic 
law enforcement, and it al- 
ways will be. Nothing that 
happens in the middle east will 
help our domestic law enforce- 
ment agencies, and thus noth- 
ing which happens in the 
middle east will have any af- 
fect on the question of 
whether we are or aren’t at- 
tacked by terrorists. 


The war is worse than terror- 
ism. If we are going to worry 
about something, we need to 
worry more about the prospect 
that a bunch of fools in Wash- 
ington may be too ignorant to 
see that they are personally 
responsible for harming more 
Americans than Osama Bin 
Laden himself, and that their 
complicity in the continuation 
of this war poses a greater 
threat to the security of the 
American people than terror- 
ism does. 
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Best And 
Worst 
Companies 
For Gay 
Employees 


The Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation unveiled its third 
annual report card on 
corporate America’s 
treatment of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender 
employees, which includes 28 
companies with first-ever 
perfect records and eight 
companies with the worst 
records. The number of 
companies that scored 100 
percent doubled in one year 
to 56, the report found. 


“Corporate America knows 
that fair treatment for 
employees is notjust the right 
thing to do, it’s good for the 
bottom line,” said Cheryl 
Jacques, president of the 
Human Rights Campaign. 
“These aren’t movie ratings. 
An imperfect score could 


mean an unfair firing or families 
without health care. 


The Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation’s report card - the 
Corporate Equality Index - 


rates Fortune 500 and other 


major companies on a scale 
from 0 to 100 percent on seven 
eee 
indicators 
of fair 
Pedi 
or gay, 
he'sb a a 
bisexual 
acs 
transgender 
amplpyses. 
1 Be.6).8»e 
include 
pelrer1e's 
prohibiting 
discrimination 
based on 
sexual 
orientation 
or gender 
identity and 
health care 
benefits for 
employees’ 
partners. 


In 2002, the 
first year of 
the index, 


only 13 companies earned a 
pertect rating. In 2003, 28 
companies rated 100 percent. 
The 56 companies that earned 
100 percent are permitted to 
use the Corporate Equality 
Index 100 percent seal in 
advertising and 


marketing tools. For a 


pen 


*Long term planning for a vibrant city 
* Meaningful consultation 

*A revitalized downtown centre 

*An excellent quality of life 
Protecting our environment 

* Outstanding public transportation 
*Policies for a gay positive city 


ph 428.1915 


www.benhenderson.net 
electben@benhenderson.net 


Show Us Your Ass! 
We'll Give You 
Some Cash! 


All Molson Products 
$3.50 8-12am 
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other 


complete list of the companies 
that scored 100 percent in 2004 
visit: <www.hrc.org/worklife/ 
100percenters >. 


“This rating acknowledges 
Ford’s deep commitment to 
building and nurturing an 
inclusive and respectful 


2 


lenderson 


A New 


Voice for 
Edmonton City 
Council | 


culture in which allemployees 
feel encouraged, and able, to 
contribute to their fullest 
potential,” said Jim Padilla, 
chief operating officer and 
chairman of automotive 
operations at Ford Motor Co. 
“Not only is this the right thing 
to do, it is essential to the 
future of our business.” For 
other statements from 
corporations that received 100 
percent visit: <www.hrc.org/ 
worklife/2004ceistatements >. 


The eight lowest-scoring 
companies include Little Rock, 
Ark.-based ALLTEL Corp., a 
long-distance and wireless 
telecommunications firm 
serving more than 12 million 
customers in 26 US states, the 
only company to receive a 
score of zero in 2004. 


The other seven, each 
receiving a score of 14 percent 
are: BB&T Corp., based in 
Mymiston:Salerm, NC. isoneof 
the state’s oldest banks and 
operates more than 1,100 
branches in the US; Exxon 
Mobil Corp., based in Irving, 
Texas, is the world’s second. 
largest oil company; 
International Steel Group Inc., 
based in Richfield, Ohio, isthe 


Vednesd 


Olympic Fever 


Hosted by 


Weena Luv & 
Sticky Vicky 


$150.00 in 
Cash Prizes 


Happy Hour Draft 


3-Midnight 


Private Members Club 
10345-104 Street 
426-3150 


largest steelmaker in North 
America serving the 
automotive and construction 
markets; Meijer, Inc, sells 
everything from french toast 
to power saws in nearly 160 
stores in the Midwest; New 
NGC, Inc., based in Charlotte, 
N.C., is the second-largest 
gypsum wallboard 
manufacturer in the United 
States; Perot Systems Corp., 
founded by 
1992 Reform 
bie © Caren 
presidential 
candidate 
Ross Perot, 
provides 
ecusuuee 
a n 
information 
technology 
services; 
and, 
Industries, 
Inc., based in 
Dalton, Ga., 
sells ceramic 
tile and 
hardwood 
flooring and 
is the world’s 
No. 1. carpet 
manufacturer. 


ag h ¢ 
Corporate 


be 


Shaw te 
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Equality Index is based on a 
survey sent to the Fortune 
500, the Forbes 200 largest 
privately held companies and 
any company with at least 500 
employees that asks to be rated 
or for which HRC has enough 
information to derive a score. 
The 2004 report rates 379 
companies. 


Aft 


ech Wherry 


eee Cas car 


Vol 12 #2 


proud of your smile! 


HRC also unveiled a more 
powerful online database that 
displays more information 
about company policies and 
practices and allows users to 
search across all companies 
on a variety of criteria. The 
new database is available at 
<www.hre.org/worknet>. 
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Business & Service Directory 


Massage 


ACU MASSAGE THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE FOR STRESS 
REDUCTION, RELAXATION AND THE RE- 
LIEF OF MUSCULAR PHIN. 

Phone: 483-3190 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


ee Pride Video Video! Tnsurance Brokers 
Interested in placing an order with us? T West 
rans 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD Insurance Brokers 


10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, T5N 1P5 
Ken Vaughan (F.1.1.C.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


The Waist is a terrible thing 
to mind. 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Ziggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 
Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
mwacc@telusplanet.net 


Health 


~apiial 


STD Centre = Health 
11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 
Hospital] 


Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 
Free confidential testing, treatment and 
counselling of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


{Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 Services 
tax returns Free initial consultation AIS SITS SAIS 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


a in ing Rob Pearson 


Come worship with us...at Lambda everyone is welcome! 


poof aple , 


LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 
E-mail: lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


| Hardwood vin 

pene 12736 - St. Albert Trail 
| Commercial Carpet Phone: 454-2727 
| Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. 
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